INTRODUCTION
In this paper we are concerned with the problem of describing generic (in an open set) bifurcations of one-parameter families of diffeomorphisms leading to the phenomenon of persistence of homoclinic tangencies.
Since Newhouse ([8] - [9] , see [13] for a new proof) it is known that the generic unfolding of a homoclinic (or heteroclinic) tangency in arcs of surface diffeomorphisms implies persistence of homoclinic tangencies in intervals in the parameter line. This result was extended to higher dimensions first by Palis-Viana [14] , who treated the codimension 1 case. The generalization to any codimension was more recently obtained by Romero [16] .
In the unfolding of homoclinic tangencies on surfaces there are, essentially, three different possibilities according to the fractional dimension (Hausdorff dimension and thickness) of the hyperbolic set involved in the creation of the tangency: [7] , [18] ). On the other hand, the unique known geometric configurations leading to prevalence of parameter values with Henon-like attractors are the dissipative critical saddle-node cycles studied in [ 11 ] , see [6] . We think that in the sectionally dissipative cases considered in this paper our proof suggests that the heterodimensional cycles considered in this paper may be a good place to search for Henon-like attractors with positive density at the bifurcation value.
STATEMENT OF RESULTS
Throughout this paper M denotes a compact n-dimensional (n > 3) boundaryless manifold and Remark that ~ is strictly increasing. 
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PERSISTENT HOMOCLINIC CYCLES where xi;~'T -~ Now the inductive pattern to get (2) such that we can define the continuation ~~(t) of (,(0) depending differentially on t for every t E (-t(i),t(i)). Let wi(t) be the point of quadratic contact between ~2(t,) and the .~'t u. Write = see Figure 5 .
Since (yie(0), yo(~)) contains a fundamental domain of ~y~ 
